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classrooms at Martins Creek School. It sets a
high standard of environmental consciousness
for other schools to study and consider.
Madam Speaker, | am honored to support
and applaud this innovative Western North
Carolina School for their monumental achieve-
ment. | ask my colleagues today to rise in
support of solar research and environmental
safety in our nation’s schools, and to con-
gratulate Martins Creek School on their envi-
ronmental and educational accomplishment.

———
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Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
and join with the members and staff from First
Baptist Church of Brandon, Mississippi in cele-
brating 175 years of the ministry of the Lord’s
word.

Originally named Brandon Baptist Church in
1835, Brandon’s First Baptist Church was es-
tablished only four years after the founding of
the City of Brandon. Early on, members would
meet in each others’ homes to listen to mes-
sages from their first pastor, T.S.N. King, be-
fore moving into a shared space at the Bran-
don Female Academy, where pastors would
preach once a month. During this time,
congregants sat under the preaching of twen-
ty-five pastors, many of whom held other oc-
cupations such as gardening or serving in the
Confederate Army. Others taught at local insti-
tutions of higher education, such as Warren S.
Webb who served in 1871 as both pastor of
Brandon Baptist Church and as president of
my Alma Mater of Mississippi College, which
is located in Clinton, Mississippi. A decade
later, Pastor Lewis Carden Kellis led efforts to
construct the first building, costing $2,000,
seating 250 congregants, and serving as the
sanctuary until 1946.

Carl Joseph Olander carried Brandon Bap-
tist Church through some of its more trying
times. The Great Depression created eco-
nomical challenges for families and busi-
nesses nationwide. One suggestion by
Olander to overcome these struggles was for
each family to “set a hen” and share the pro-
ceeds to help fund missions.

Pastor L. Gordan Sansing set in motion
weekly worship and would guide Brandon
Baptist Church to approve a building program.
In 1945, the church exchanged properties with
the Brandon Consolidated School District.
Prior to constructing the new building, the
members had met in the high school. Then, in
1948 the cornerstone for the first building on
the new property was laid while Monte Davis
was pastor—and the structure was dedicated
in January of 1949. Pastor Carey E. Cox’s
leadership led to the purchase of a nearby
house to alleviate space problems. The addi-
tion of a twenty-two room education and fel-
lowship hall contributed to growth in the chil-
dren’s and youth activities. In June of 1965, a
$200,000 sanctuary seating 500 congregants
was built, and it was during this time that the
name Brandon Baptist Church was changed to
First Baptist Church.

Numerous other pastors influenced the rapid
escalation of First Baptist Church. Bill Duncan
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focused on missions, evangelistic visitation
and tithing. W. Thomas Baddley expanded the
size and variety of the physical facilities, John
Ashley piloted the purchase of land adjacent
to the church and made plans to build a family
life center, and Robert Jackson established a
radio broadcast in August of 1981 and a tele-
vision broadcast in April of 1984.

Dr. Gene Henderson delivered his first ser-
mon in May of 1986. A visionary, his strong
oratory skills led to the creation of a second
Sunday School and a third worship service.
The membership expansion led to plans for a
three-phase building project in west Brandon,
and construction of the new facility was com-
pleted in August of 2001. Dr. Henderson’s
successor, Dr. Scott Thomas, was introduced
to the congregation in a series of personal
meetings, and in November of 2005, Dr.
Thomas introduced his wife and six children
and began their pastorate at First Baptist
Church. Dr. Thomas’ compassionate manage-
ment and pastoral skills have brought contin-
ued growth, increasing membership to First
Baptist Church. In 2008, the church family pur-
chased an additional 72 acres adjacent to
their property ensuring room for future growth.

Over the past 175 years, thirty-four men
have served as pastors of First Baptist Church
of Brandon. Their passion, paired with the
commitment of the church family, has resulted
in what was originally a 43-person congrega-
tion meeting in members’ homes, to a ministry
today that serves hundreds from all over the
Brandon community. The church founders
served as pioneers for expanding God’s word
in Rankin County, and it was their shared vi-
sion that birthed a legacy for sharing Christ’s
love throughout the City of Brandon, the State
of Mississippi, and throughout the world.

—
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Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | proudly
rise today in recognition of Trophy Club,
Texas and their 25th anniversary of township.

The vision of Trophy Club originated in
1972, when the legendary golfer, Ben Hogan,
was contacted by John W. McMackin with the
suggestion that he design a golf course. Sub-
sequently, the first Municipal Utility District
was created and 2,500 acres of land was ob-
tained through negotiations with several land
owners, including two critical tracts of land
owned by Dallas businessman Nelson Bunker
Hunt.

The visionaries desired to build a commu-
nity centered on the ideals of, and participa-
tion in, the sport of golf. By 1977, the develop-
ment included a community swimming pool,
tennis courts, 18-hole golf course, club house,
utilities and a few paved streets.

In 1985, the Town of Trophy Club was es-
tablished with 3,700 residents, and elected its
first mayor, Jim Carter. Since then, Trophy
Club has grown to a population of over 8,000
residents with several schools, including the
recently opened Byron Nelson High School.
The additional parks, shopping, restaurants
and investment in a new Splash Park and Fire
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Station have served to make Trophy Club one
of the most desirable Texas communities to
call home.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that
| rise today to recognize an outstanding com-
munity, Trophy Club, Texas. It is my honor to
represent Trophy Club and its residents in the
United States House of Representatives.

——
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Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor The Haitian Founda-
tion of New Jersey and their outstanding chari-
table work on behalf of the Haitian commu-
nities in New Jersey and the people of Haiti.

Led by President Luna Cadley-Jeanty, The
Haitian Foundation of New Jersey addresses
the thoughts and concerns of the local Haitian
Community, and performs charitable work
which benefits the entire community. The
foundation’s membership represents various
religious, professional, social, fraternal, edu-
cational, woman, youth, and senior citizen
groups throughout the Garden State. The
group’s multiculturalism and tolerance has
benefitted New Jersey in numerable ways.

This year when a disastrous earthquake hit
Haiti, The Haitian Foundation quickly put to-
gether a large-scale local relief effort. As part
of their efforts to aid the earthquake victims,
they collected lifesaving supplies which went
directly to the nation of Haiti. The Haitian
Foundation also served as an invaluable way
for Haiti to benefit from the New Jersey’s gen-
erous spirit. The Haitian Foundation helped
guide many organizations seeking to help the
people of Haiti.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
honoring The Haitian Foundation for their out-
standing and dedicated service for those in
the Haitian communities in New Jersey and in
Haiti.
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Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a great achievement by Dustin Smith
of Decorah, lowa. He was named overall high
point individual in his age division at the 2010
National Junior Shorthorn Show and Youth
Conference in East Lansing, Michigan.

The annual National Junior Shorthorn Show
and Youth Conference, which was founded in
1981, is a weeklong event full of contests and
educational activities. More than 300 junior
shorthorn enthusiasts from 24 states com-
peted in this year's conference. Dustin Smith
accumulated the points from first place
showings in his division in three categories:
the arts and crafts contest, the livestock judg-
ing contest and the team fitting contest.

The example set by Dustin demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and de-
termination. His triumph is an honor that we all
can admire and be proud of.
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